
Shaker Heights High School PTO  
Meeting Minutes 
September 9, 2013 
 
Co-President Caroline Weingart called the first meeting of the 2013/2014 school year to order at 
8PM in the small auditorium. 
 
Co-Presidents, Caroline Weingart and Marnee Anderson welcomed the new board and attendees 
at the meeting and thanked Superintendent Dr. Hutchings for his presentation about his goals for 
the district and current activities and issues happening in the district.  
 
Caroline Weingart reviewed minutes from the last meeting of the 2012/2013 SHHS PTO 
meeting in May 2013.  
 
Treasurers Report: 
Charlie Crowley reported a budget surplus of  $13, 800. The intent of the HS PTO is to spend the 
surplus down and in the future to spend what is taken in. Most of the money comes in during 
May and June.  
 
It was announced that the PTO tax-exempt forms are online at the PTO Council site. These are to 
be used when purchasing for school functions so tax is not charged. All reimbursements are to be 
made without tax.  
 
Teacher Grants budget was $3700 in 2012/2013. 2013/2014 budget is $2700 and the SHHS PTO 
will be looking to fund the highest impact grants.  
 
Funds needed for foreign exchange student dinners were unanimously approved.  
 
Principals Report: 
Michael Griffith reported that the Progress Book access was running two weeks late due to 
problems with the new interface and linking to the database.  
 
The Sun Press article about “No Zeros” was addressed and verified. “Zeros” have been removed 
form the grading process to increase the student’s accountability. Students will be encouraged by 
teachers to complete work, if not complete then interventions begin – no sports, etc. Finally if 
there is no student action the grades will reflect the effort.  
 
The State Report card grade was discussed and Michael Griffith indicated that it is not totally 
accurate. Some students graduate after the report card deadline and he acknowledged a need to 
more monitoring and tracking of kids who may not graduate.  
 
The issue of a potential closed campus was discussed. Michael Griffith acknowledged that an 
open campus encourages decision-making, however the short lunch period also encourages 
rushing while driving. There is an issue with monitoring the students who leave and it needs to 
be addressed.  
 
 
 
 



Announcements 
• Picture Day was changed from September 13 to October 1st.  
 
• The first parent coffee is to be held October 4 at 7:30 AM. This event gives parents an 
opportunity to ask Michael Griffith questions, have an open discussion about issues they are 
concerned about.  
 
• Free Parent Event about Social Media 
Thursday, November 7 
7:00 pm at Corporate College East 
We join Facebook to follow our kids, then they leave for Twitter and Instagram.  What's a parent 
to do?  How do parents manage and understand the rapidly changing technology that our tweens 
and teens have mastered?  How much should parents monitor, and what are the conversations we 
need to have with our kids?  
Sponsored by SHHS PTO, Your Teen, Verizon, and MetroHealth.  
 
 
The next SHHS PTO meeting and program is Monday November 11, at 7PM.  
A panel discussion will begin at 7:30.  The topic is alcohol, drugs, technology issues, and other 
risky behaviors taking place in our children’s lives and how to cope and manage it.  Our panelists 
are Joe Morford(volunteer magistrate in the Shaker courts), Duane Parsons(former police officer 
and worked in the juvenile diversion program) and Scott Schlactner(child and adult therapist 
who specializes in young adult and teens dealing with depression, drug and alcohol abuse and 
anxiety).  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM 
 


